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1

AU;-TRACT
t.AVUUNttlKll A GRAMMAR OF GUAJIHO 

Su^en B arbara  Ehrmen

The b u a j i r o  la n g u a g e ,  o f  th e  Arawakan f a m i ly ,  i a  spoken by th e  Cue- 
J i r o  In d ian a  o f  V enezuela  and Colombia. T h is  t h e s i s  p r e s e n t s  an a n a ly s i s  
of th e  gram m atica l s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h a t  lanquuge , t h a  d a ta  b a s e  o f  which was 
c o l l e c t e d  d u r in g  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  in  th e  Venezuelan G u a j l r a .

The o r g a n iz in g  d e s c r i p t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  employed in  t h i s  s tudy  i a  baaed 
on a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m o d if ie d  teqmemlc m odal, u s ing  th a  c e n t r a l  n o t io n  o f  
s l o t  and f i l l e r  (tegm enta). T h is  model a l lo w s  each  s i g n i f i c a n t  u n i t  to  tie 
d e s c r ib e d  in  te rm s o f  i t s  l e v e l  in  th e  g ram m atica l h i a r e a Sh y . k h l l e  th e  
word and c la u s e  l e v e l s  a r e  g iven  th e  most a t t e n t i o n  in  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  
t o t a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  grammar i n d i c a t e s  thR r e c o g n i t io n  o f  f i v e  l e v e l s  * 
theme, word, p h r a s e ,  c l a u s e  and se n ten c e  l e v e ls *  A l e v e l  o r  l e v e l s  beyond 
the  s e n te n c e ,  b . q. ,  a p a ra g rap h  o r  d i s c o u r s e  l e v e l ,  i s  h i n t e d  a t .

The p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c h a p te r s  i s  based  l a r g e ly  on th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
gram m atica l l e v a l a .  Cnly in  th e  ceae  of thB verts does t h e  com plex ity  o f  
th e  tneme ( th e m a t ic  l e v e l )  w a rra n t  a  s e p a r a t e  t r e a tm e n t  (C h o p te r  T h re e ) .  
O the rw ise , d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e m a tic  m a te r i e l  i a  in c o r p o r a te d  in  t : to tf# » le v s l  
c h a p t e r s .  Fou r  w o rd -c la s s e a  a re  r e e o q n iz s d :  no m ina l, v e r b ,  a d j e c t i v e ,  end 
r e l a t o r  (C h a n te rs  Una, F o u r ,  F iv e ,  and Six r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  The p h ra se  l e v e l  
i s  evoked o n ly  in  r e l a t i o n  to  word g ro u p in g s  c e n te r e d  on th e  nom ina l, i . e . ,  
th e  noun p h ra s e  (C h a p te r  Two). Normal f i l l e r s  o f  c l a u s s » l e v e l  s l o t s ,  t h a n ,  
a re  e i t h e r  t h e  noun p h r a s e ,  th e  v e rb ,  a d j e c t i v e ,  o r  r e l a t o r  word, o r a p a r*  
t i d e .

In C hapter One, t h a  nom inal word i a  d i s c u s s e d ,  d i s p l a y in g  theme and 
stem as  w a ll  aa a f f i x e s .  Noun stem s occur in  t h r e e  s u b c l a s s e s  and e p p ro x i-  
m ately  e ig h t  I n f l e c t i o n a l  a f f i x e s  e r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  Nominal d e r i v a t i o n  wlim 
l a  d i s c u s s e d .  In L h e p te r  Two th e  noun p h ra s e  i s  a n a ly z e d  in to  f o u r  t y p e s .  
M odifying ( I d e n t i f i e r ,  A t t r i b u t e ,  A p p o a l t iv e )  tagmernes c e n t e r  around th e  
Head tagmemef each o f  th a  f o u r  noun ph rase  ty p es  c o n t r a s t  aa to  tagmemlc 
co m p o s it io n .  R eadings ( p o s s ib l e  tagmems m a n i f e s t a t i o n s )  o f  each noun p h ra se  
a re  p ro v id e d .  In C h a p te r  Three th e  verb theme i s  p r e s e n t e d ,  d i s p la y in g  th e  
c a t e g o r i e s  o f  C a u sa t iv e  and v a r io u s  ^ a n s iv e s .  Verb s te m s ,  i n t e r n a l  to  th e  
theme, erB e i t h e r  a c t i v e  o r  s t e t i v e .  In C hapter Four th e  verb  word i s  t r e a t *
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2

e d :  the  ve rb  theroB may be p r e f ix e d  by p e rn G n - in d ic a to r  o r  s u f f i x e d  by 
a u x i l i a r i e s ,  gender-num ber I n d i c a t o r ,  o r  e i t h e r  H odal, C on tingency , 
o r  T r a n s i t i v i t y  i n f l e c t i o n s .  Three ve rb  word ty p e s  e re  p r e s e n t e d :
P l a in - A c t iv e s ,  S t a t l v e s ,  end T r a n s i t iv e -A c t iv e a *  H eadings o f  eech  t i p s  
e r e  g iv en  a long w ith  th e  co ncep t o f  ve rb  s e t s .  Verb word id iom s a re  
th en  p re s e n te d  in  tarm e o f  r e a d in g s  and s e t s .

The a d j e c t i v e  uo rd  i s  d e s c r ib e d  In  C hap ter F iv e .  Four stem sub­
c l a s s e s  a re  r e c o g n iz e d :  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  n u a n t i t e t l v e ,  d e m o n s t r a t iv e ,  and 
p e r e o n - c s te p o r lz in g  s te m s .  A d je c t iv e  d e r i v e r s  a r e  a l s o  t r e a t e d .  In 
C hap ter  Six the  r e l a t o r  uord I s  d e f in e d  and an a ly ze d  i n t o  s i x  t y p e s ,  
i . i t h  r e a d in g s  f o r  eech t y p e .  Tho t h i r t y - n i n e  r e l a t o r  themes a re  l o c a t i o n ­
a l ,  s i t u a t i o n a l ,  e t c .  A m o d if ied  ' r e l a t o r - e x i a '  s t r u c t u r e  p e r t a i n s  to  t h i s  
uord  c l a s s .  N uclear taqmemee o f  th e  c la u s e  e ra  g iv en  in  C hapter Seven; 
th e s e  a re  th e  p r e d i c a t e - l i k e  tagmemea, s u b j e c t - l i k e  tagmamee, o b j e c t - l i k s  
tanmemea, and p o s t - o b j e c t - l l k e  tanmemes. There e r e  seven c la u s e  ty p e s  
based  e s s e n t i a l l y  on n u c le a r  tegmenta c o n t r a s t s ;  exam ples: th e  I n t r a n s i ­
t i v e  C lau se , th e  F l a i n - T r e n e i t i v e  C lau se ,  e t c .  C hap ter E ig h t  d e a l s  u l t h  
th e  n o n - n u c le a r ,  o r  a d ju n c t i v e ,  tagmemea on th e  c la u s e  l e v e l ;  exam ples: 
I n s t r u m e n ta l ,  Cause, t e n n e r ,  Time, e t c .  F i n a l l y ,  a b r i e f  a n a l y s i s  o f  
G u e j iro  s e n te n c e s  and a p o r t io n  o f  t e x t  i s  p r e s e n te d  in  C hapter N ine . 
F u l t l - c l e u e a l  s e n te n c e s  a re  t r e a t e d  aa e i t h e r :  Compound S e n ten c e ,  Complex 
S e n ten c e ,  C o o rd in a te  S e n ten c e ,  o r  o t h e r s .  The Appendix in c lu d e s  c l i t i c s  
and p a r t i c l e s .
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In troduction

G u a jiro , c la s s e d  a s  an  Arawakan lan g u a g e , i s  sp o k en  by th e  G uajiro  

Indians* liv in g  in  La G uajira  P en in su la  o f northern  V enezuela  and  w este rn  

C o lom bia . The P e n in su la , (ca lled  L aG uajira) p e rch ed  on th e  no rthw estern  

t ip  o f South A m erica, i s  s e m i-d e s e r t ,  ranging from sa v an n a  lan d  to  tru e  

d e s e r t .  The a re a , encom passing  som e 5 ,000  sq u a re  m ile s , i s  in h ab ited  

a lm o st e x c lu s iv e ly  by  G uajiro s and m es tizo s  liv in g  in  iso la te d  fam ily - 

group encam pm en ts . The low er region  o f La G uajira  (Baja G uajira) i s  c lo s ­

e r  to  to w n s and  c i t ie s  o f V enezuela and C olom bia th a n  th e  U pper G uajira  

(Alta G uajira); i t  is  in Baja G uajira  th a t  a c c u ltu ra tio n  is  m ost rap id  a t 

p re s e n t .

The G u a jiro s  have  a  w indy , ho t and sandy  land  in to  w hich th ey  w ere

d riv en  som e c e n tu r ie s  a g o . The low er reg ion  of th e  p e n in su la  is  lo c a te d

abou t 100 k ilo m ete rs  from th e  V enezuelan  c ity  of M a rac a ib o , th e  ed g es  of
2

w hich  Barrio Ziruma i s  found , th e  urban g h e tto  of G u a jiro s . The M a rac a i­

bo a re a  w as once  a  very  liv e ly  c e n te r  of c o n ta c t of m ostly  C arib  t r ib e s .

In th e  sam e period  th a t  th e  Q uechuas and C h ib ch an s w ere expanding  no rth ­

e a s te r ly ,  th e  h ig h  c iv il iz a tio n s  of M exico  and G uatem ala  w ere moving 

so u th . At th e  p o in ts  o f c o n ta c t ,  around Colom bia and  Panam a, th e  ex p an ­

s io n  w as re - ro u te d  tow ard V en ezu ela , on ly  to :b e  m et w ith  th e  C arib  expan -

* Due to  th e  G uajiro  h a b it o f c o n s ta n tly  m oving a ro u n d , p opu la tion  i s  d if f i­
c u lt to  e s tim a te ; Jahn(1927) reported  1 5 -2 0 ,0 0 0 ; Aschm ann(1951) repo rted  
50 ,000 on th e  C olom bian s id e  and  4 0 ,0 0 0  in  V en ezu e la . Aschm ann a ls o  
in d ic a te s  th a t  p o p u la tio n  is  on th e  in c re a s e .
2

Barrio Ziruma w as s tru ck  during th e  tim e of my fie ldw ork  by  th e  M aracaibo  
a ir  d i s a s te r  th a t  took  m any G uajiro  l iv e s  on th e  ground b e lo w .
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sio n  from th e  sou th  and w e s t .

The M aracaibo  Lago b a s in  w as s e t t le d  and  c o lo n ized  by  p rim itive

A raw akans com ing north  ou t of B razil and  th e  G u ia n a s , w hen th e ir  a g r ic -  
1

u ltu ra l l i f e  w as in te rru p ted  by th e  invad ing  C a r ib s , som e fiv e  c e n tu r ie s  

a g o . At th is  period  th e  p e n in su la  began  to  be s e tt le d  by th e  G u a jiro s , 

p u sh ed  o u t by C arib  g roups who w ere probab ly  of th e  Arihuna t r ib e .  At 

th e  tim e of th e  la te r  S pan ish  in c u rs io n , th e  G uajiro s ex tended  th e  term  

a lih u n a  to  re fe r  to  th e  invading S p an ish . Today a lih u n a  i s  th e  g en eric  

term  for a l l  n o n -G u a jiro s .

The G u a jiro s  c a l l  th em se lv e s  wayuu " p e rso n " , w h ile  th e  word 

"G uajiro" p robably  o r ig in a te s  from th e  C aribbean  S pan ish  word m eaning 

" p e a s a n t ." The p a s to ra l l ife  of th e  G ua jiro s s ta r te d  in  th e  16th cen tu ry  

(Aschmann (1951); Alba (1936)) by robbing c a t t le  from th e  S p a n ish . U nder­

ly ing  th e  p a s to ra l c h a ra c te r  of th is  so c ie ty  a re  num erous tro p ic a l fo re s t 

fe a tu re s : w eav in g , po ttery ; sham anism  and p reo ccu p a tio n  w ith  th e  dead ; 

polygyny and nephew  in h e rita n c e  p a tte rn s .  P re-co lom bian  c o n ta c ts  a re  

a ls o  ev id en t in  a  few  sp e c if ic  i te m s , such  a s  th e  quara  id o l.

S ince  th e  se ttlem e n t o f La G u a jira , w a te r supply  h a s  b een  th e  e v e r­

p re se n t co n ce rn  and d ilig e n ce  of th e  G u a jiro . Aridity p ro h ib its  any  bu t 

th e  m ost m eager g a rd e n s , a s  a  ru le .  H ow ever, th e  re la tiv e  im portance  of 

a g ric u ltu re  v a r ie s  w ith  la n d - ty p e , w hich is  m ost h o sp ita b le  in  th e  so u th -

W hile  Jahn(l927) and HSAI s tr e s s  th e  e a r l ie r  im portance of a g ric u ltu re , 
H em an d ez  de  Alba(1936) a rg u es for th e  a b se n c e  of a g ric u ltu re , and in s te a d , 
a  hun ting  and g a th e rin g  p a tte rn .
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w e s t p a rt o f th e  p e n in su la . A re c e n t su rvey  (T ae tz sch , 1970) re v e a ls  

th a t a re a s  w ith  a  d earth  o f l iv e s to c k  co m p en sa te  by  app ly ing  g re a te r  

d ilig e n c e  in  th e  c a re  of g a rd e n s , ex p la in in g  th e  e a r l ie r  o b se rv a tio n  th a t  

on ly  th e  poorer G uajiro s p u rsue  a g ric u ltu re . The ty p ic a l f ie ld ,  how ever, 

i s  abandoned  a f te r  a  ve ry  few  y e a rs ; w ith  a  sho rt ra in y  se a so n  from 

O ctober to  D ecem ber, th e  h a rv e s t p ro v id es enough v e g e ta b le s  (com , m elon , 

sq u a sh , b e a n s ,  m illet) fo r only  a  few  m on ths .

H erding is  th e  p rin c ip a l sou rce  of G uajiro  su b s is te n c e  a s  w e ll a s  a  

m ajor de te rm inan t of s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n . In te re s t  in  and im portance of 

an im als  pervade G uajiro  l i f e .  C lan  o rg a n iz a tio n , b ride  p r ic e , s ta tu s ,  

c e re m o n ia ls , b e lie f s  and ta b o o s , a s  w e ll a s  m ethods and problem s of 

re s id e n c e  and w a te r supp ly  are  a ll  h e av ily  in flu en ced  by p a s to ra lism . 

L iv e s to c k , and  c a t t le  in p a r tic u la r , a re  th e  prim e in d ic a to rs  of w ea lth  

and  s ta tu s ;  a ll  w e ll- to -d o  G uajiro s own s e v e ra l ra n c h e s . Bride p rice  for 

th e  w ealth y  i s  in  h o rse s  and c a t t le ;  fo r th e  poor i t  is  in sh eep  and  g o a ts .  

E ach c la n  h a s  i ts  own c a t t le  b ran d . C a tt le  is  in d iv id u a lly  ow ned, a s  

a re  m ost m a te ria ls  in G uajiro  l i f e .  S ince  cow s a re  a  m easure  of w e a lth , 

th e y  are  seldom  s la u g h te re d .

The s tra tif ic a tio n  of G uajiro  so c ie ty  h a s  p u zz led  som e of i t s  s tu d e n ts . 

I t  i s  l ik e ly  th a t  th is  p a tte rn , abou t 200 y e a rs  o ld , p a ra lle ls  developm en ts 

in  th e  Old W orld . (Aschmann, 1951). W ith  good p a s tu re  la n d s , b u t poor 

w a te r  su p p ly , som e of th e  o rig in a l G uajiro  he rd e rs  may h av e  developed  a  

re la tio n  of dependency  on more s u c c e s s fu l  h e rd e rs ; d e sp e ra te  to  m ain tain  

h is  h e rd s , th e  man who ran  ou t of w a te r and lu ck  may have  a tta c h e d  h im se lf
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to  a  n e c e s s a r i ly  la rg e r  and  s tro n g e r w a te r-g e ttin g  tea m .

The w a te r  prob lem , coup led  w ith  p o la r iz a tio n s  in  s tre n g th  and s ta tu s ,  

h a s  a ls o  a ffe c te d  c la n sh ip  among th e  G u a jiro s . M inor c la n s  have b een  

in co rp o ra ted  in  or d e stro y ed  by la rg e r  o n es  in  a  v a rie ty  o f w a y s . Sm aller 

or w eak er c la n s  may be co n tro lled  or d isp la c e d  from th e ir  te r r i to r ie s  by 

la rg e r  o n es  or s tro n g e r c la n s  may find  a p re te x t (G utierrez de P ineda ,

1950) to  e n s la v e , a b u se , o r ob ta in  women from a  w eak e r c la n  too  pow er­

le s s  to  ta k e  re v e n g e . D ecaying  groups may even  s e ll  m em bers in to  se rv i­

tu d e .

C lan  lo c a liz a tio n  and  te r r i to r ia li ty  in  v iew  o f c e n tu r ie s  of m ig ra tions

for w a te r , a re  no lo n g er v ia b le ; only  v e s t ig e s  of c la n  lan d -h o ld in g s

rem ain  to d a y . W hile  in te rm arriage  b e tw een  d iffe re n tia lly  ranked  c la n s  is

a  p o te n tia l  b a la n c in g  m echan ism , th e  dem and of b r id e -p r ic e  i s  a  c o n se rv a -  
1

t iv e  m echan ism . Only p ro sperous G uajiro s a re  p o ly g y n o u s. In lig h t o f a

g e n e ra lly  m atri lo c a l  p a tte rn , so ro ra l polygyny i s  p re fe rred . W ilbert (1958)
2

rep o rts  k in sh ip  term inology a s  ty p ic a lly  C row . The im portance of m aterna l 

r e la t iv e s  i s  everyw here se e n  in th is  s o c ie ty , in  th e  d a ily  round a s  w e ll a s  

in  th e  life  c y c le .

W h ereas th e  p a s to ra l com plex  h a s  b een  th e  core  of s u b s is te n c e , 

cu rren cy  and  s ta tu s  up to  re c e n t t im e s , a t  p re se n t th e  G u a jiro s , e sp e c ia lly  

th o s e  of Baja G u a jira , eke ou t a  b a re  su b s is te n c e  th rough  keep ing  f lo c k s ,

1
The lite ra tu re  in d ic a te s  a  te n d e n cy  for m arriage  a l l ia n c e s  to  ta k e  p la c e  

b e tw een  c e r ta in  w e a lth ie r  c la n s ,  e g .  The U riana and P u sh a in a .

2
F u c h s , on th e  o th e r  hand (personal com m unication) c la im s th a t  a t  l e a s t  

tw o and m aybe th re e  k in sh ip  sy s te m s can  b e  d is t i l le d  from th e  te rm ino l­
o g ic a l d a ta .
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minor ag ric u ltu re , m igrant work in  th e  to w n s , con traband , f ish in g , e tc .

M ost com m only, struggling  fam ilies  send  th e ir  men to  h ac ien d a  work in  

th e  a rea  of P e rija , V enezuela . M en a lso  find odd jobs in  th e  nearby  

to w n s, w hile  th e ir  women k n it and w eave b ag s  and ham m ocks to  s e ll  to  

to u r is ts .  For some fa m ilie s , sm all ro ad s id e  s to re s  bring in  a  few  p e n n ie s . 

O thers find housew ork or p ro stitu tio n  in M araca ibo .

In ev itab ly , and g rad u a lly , th e  p ro c e ss  of accu ltu ra tio n  h a s  resh ap ed  

th e  so c ie ty . The m estizo  m arriage p a tte rn  m ilita te s  a g a in s t m a tr ilo c a lity , 

in h e ritan ce  ru le s , and b a s ic  righ ts  and o b lig a tio n s  among k in . C a th o lic  

in fluence  in  th e  a rea  h a s  a ls o  begun to  modify th e  p rac tice  of c la n  exogam y 

a s  w ell a s  ideo logy .

N a tu ra lly , th e s e  ch an g es can  be  observed  m ost read ily  in  th e  a re a s  w here 

co n ta c t in flu en ce  and m estizo  life  are  m ost dom inant. From 1968 to  1970 

I sp en t a to ta l  of e igh t m onths in such  an a re a , th e  town and env irons of 

Paraguaipoa (palaw aipou"on th e  shore") and Los F ilu o s . Paraguiapoa and 

Los F iluos a re  s itu a te d  in  th e  V enezuelan portion of La G uajira  n ear th e  

southern  curve of th e  Gulf o f V enezuela . In th is  G u a jiro -m estizo  tow n, 

Spanish  i s  e a s i ly  u se d  a s  a  second  language  by a lm ost a ll  In d ia n s , a lthough  

a sho rt w alk in to  th e  c o u n try -s id e  qu ick ly  b rings one in to  a  m onolingual 

s itu a tio n . Living n ear Los F iluos I w as ab le  to  c o n tac t fam ilie s  and in ­

d iv id u a ls  who were fu lly  b ilin g u a l in G uajiro  and Spanish  and a ls o  in d iv i­

d u a ls  who w ere m onolingual in G uajiro . In th is  a re a , ch ild ren  ten d  to  

le a rn  S panish  be tw een  th e  a g e s  of four and e ig h t. But H isp a n ic iz a tio n , 

both  l in g u is tic a lly  and c u ltu ra lly , is  lik e ly  to  o ccu r in th e  Upper G uajira  

a s  w e ll due to  th e  p re sen c e  of m is s io n s , sch o o ls  and com m erce.
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The d eg ree  to  w hich an  in d iv id u a l, fam ily  or com m unity h a s  b een  

in flu en ced  by V enezuelan  cu ltu re  can  g e n e ra lly  be  in ferred  from th e ir  

re la tiv e  u s e  of th e  G uajiro  or S pan ish  la n g u a g e . In th e  P aragu ipoa  a re a , 

m ost G uajiros above th e  age  of th ir ty  a p p ea r  to  com m unicate in  S pan ish  

only  when c o n v ers in g  w ith  c r io llo s : v i s i to r s ,  m erchants in  th e  Los F iluos 

m ark e t, s c h o o l- te a c h e rs ,  to u r is ts  .a n th ro p o lo g is ts  and  P eace  C orps v o l­

u n te e r s .  O th e rw ise , u se  of S pan ish  i s  sp o ra d ic , g e n e ra lly  cropping  up 

in  b rie f  p h ra se s  o r lo an  w ords. Y ounger G u a jiro s , and in p a r tic u la r  th o se  

who have  sp en t a  lo t of tim e in th e  c rio llo  w orld , w h e th er in  M a rac a ib o , 

P erljo  o r San C r is to b a l ,  ten d  to  " iden tify "  more p e rso n a lly  w ith  th e  Span ish  

lan g u a g e , have more com plex sy n ta x , and  c an  be heard  on o c c a s io n  to  be  

co n v ersin g  among th e m se lv e s  in  S p a n ish . During my ex p ed itio n  in  1968 

to  A lta G u a jira , on th e  o th e r  h a n d , m ost p e rso n s  whom I e n co u n te re d , 

y ou th s and a d u lts  a l ik e , spoke l i t t le  o r no S pan ish

M ost o f my inform ants re p re se n t th e  V enezuelan  d ia le c t  of G u a jiro , 

s e v e ra l o f them  having  b een  bom  in  th e  a re a  of my fie ldw ork . My c h ie f  

"gram m atical" in form ants w ere young men o f abou t tw en ty  who w ere b i­

l in g u a l. My own lan g u ag e  o f fieldw ork  w as S p an ish . S to r ie s , a n e c d o te s , 

e tc .  w ere m ostly  d e liv e re d  by m id d le -ag ed  p e rs o n s , som e a lm o st m ono­

l in g u a l. W ith  m onolingual " s to ry - te l l in g "  in fo rm an ts , I w as a b le  to  reco rd  

and tra n sc r ib e  m a te r ia ls , f ir s t  reco rd ing  t e x t ,  fo llow ed up  w ith a  s e n te n c e -  

b y -s e n te n c e  rep lay  w hich  I w as a b le  to  tra n s c r ib e  on th e  sp o t w ith  th e  a id  

o f th e  m onolingual in fo rm ant. If  th e  l a t t e r  knew  no S pan ish  a t a l l  I d e fe rred  

tra n s la tio n  to  a s e s s io n  w ith  my "g ram m aticaT 'in fo rm an ts. Enzo Palm ar, 

o f th e  Epieyuu c la n , se rv ed  a s  my c h ie f  in fo rm an t. V ictor Hugo C re sp o , a
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m e s tiz o , a lso  a s s is te d  me for se v e ra l m on ths. The d a ta  on w hich th is  

s tudy  is  b a sed  rep re se n ts  a  v a rie ty  of c o lle c tio n  tech n iq u es: te x t reco rd ­

ing and sub seq u en t tran s la tio n ; record ing  fragm ents overheard  from con­

v e rsa tio n s ; e lic itin g  from h y po the tica l G uajiro  form s, e lic itin g  for p la c e ­

ment of a lre a d y -c o lle c te d  G uajiro  forms in  a la rg e r con tex t; and so  on .

W ith  Enzo I w as a b le , furtherm ore, to  com m unicate some of th e  funda­

m en ta ls of d e sc rip tiv e  lin g u is tic  w ork, so th a t he w as ab le  to  perceive  

and answ er to  the  underly ing  a n a ly tic a l s ta n c e  of some of my q u e s tio n s  

and e lic i ta t io n s .

The concep t of le v e ls  of a n a ly s is  h a s  b een  inform ally adap ted  from 

orthodox tagm em ics; th is  study  fo c u se s  on the  c la u se  and word le v e ls  in  

th e  G uajiro  lan g u ag e . The ph rase  le v e l h a s  s ig n ifican ce  only  w ith  re sp e c t 

to  th e  noun ph rase  (ch. 2). L evels h igher th an  the c la u se  are  considered  

b rie fly  in  chap ter n in e , w hile  sp e c ia l  c l a s s e s ,  the  p a rtic le s  and c l i t i c s ,  

a re  d is c u s s e d  in  th e  Appendix.

In g e n e ra l, the  p re se n t a n a ly s is  of G uajiro  re f le c ts  a  m odified tagm em ic 

ap p ro ach . This framework developed  on ly  a fte r  two y ears  o f prelim inary  an ­

a ly s is  w hich s tre s se d  m orphology prim arily  and syn tax  se co n d a rily . W ith

th e  aim of d escrib ing  G uajiro  and in  p a rticu la r w ith th e  hope of d iscovering
1

i ts  "gram m atical m ean ings" the p re sen t a n a ly s t found (a) the h ie ra rch ica l 

approach  of d isc e rn in g  le v e ls ,  and  (b) th e  uniform concep t of the  tagm em e, 

p ragm atica lly  u se fu l a s  a  m ethodology for a re la tiv e ly  unknown lan g u ag e .

1
My in it ia l  in te re s t  in  language w as sem an tic  and my f irs t s tu d y  of G uajiro  

concerned  the  m eanings in  the verb  ro o ts . Being d is s a t is f ie d ,  how ever, 
w ith  the  study  of only  le x ic a l m eaning £ I w as in sp ired  by th e  work of 
l in g u is ts  such  a s  Roman Jakobson and o th e rs  who dem onstra ted  the  im portance 
o f "gram m atical m ean in g ."
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The p e rsp e c tiv e  w hich  dom inated  my e a r l ie r  d e sc r ip tio n s  of th e  

lan g u ag e  w as e s s e n t ia l ly  one draw n from B oasian  l in g u is t ic s ,  in w hich 

th e  firm d icho tom iza tion  of m orphology and sy n ta x  u su a lly  im p lies  th e  

p rim acy  of w o rd s , o ften  re le g a tin g  th e  study  of word groupings (syntax) to  

a  s ta tu s  of l e s s e r  im p o rtan ce . W ith  m orphology, B oasian em p h asis  i s  on 

th e  c o rre c t id e n tif ic a tio n  of m orphem es and th e ir  p o s itio n  c la s s  m em ber­

sh ip ; th e  tagm em ic approach  em p h asize s  p a tte rn s  and p o in ts  in th e  p a tt­

ern  (P ike, 1949). Com ing to  tagm em ic id e a s  from a B oasian  tra d itio n , I 

had m orphem es w ell id e n tif ie d  w ithou t an  overv iew  of p a tte rn  and p a tte rn  

p o in ts .

W hile  th is  s tudy  u s e s  th e  tagm em e co n ce p t a s  i t s  overv iew  for the  

d isc o v e ry  and d isp la y  of p a tte rn , tagm em ic id e a s  are  borrow ed ra th e r  

th a n  im b ibed , in  no w ay re fle c tin g  orthodox tagm em ic th e o ry . T h is p re ­

s e n ta t io n , in f a c t ,  c la im s to  be  an  a d eq u a te  d e sc r ip tio n , ra th e r  th an  a 

th eo ry  of G ua jiro . The id e n tif ic a tio n  of b a s ic  u n its  of th e  gram m ar h inge  

on a  s in g le  c o n c e p t, th e  tagm em e; th is  c o n ce p t h a s  proven u se fu l for th e  

d e sc r ip tiv e  g o a l and on th is  b a s is  h a s  b een  adop ted  for th e  a n a ly s is  o f 

G u a jiro . The tagm em e c o n c e p t, in  a d d itio n , h a s  proven to  be  a h e u ris tic  

m ethodo log ica l to o l.

The tagm em e, a s  a  c o m p o s ite , c o n s is t in g  of s lo t ,  fu n c tio n , o r gram m a­

t ic a l  m ean ing , on th e  one h an d , and  f i l le r ,  c l a s s ,  o r g ram m atica l form , on 

th e  o th er h a n d , p rov ides a  uniform  d e v ic e  for th e  trea tm en t of g ram m atical 

m a te r ia l, and a llo w s th e  p re se n t study:
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1. to  bu ild  "gram m atical m eaning in to  th e  s truc tu re  of th e  d e sc r ip ­

tio n , an e x e rc ise  more s ig n if ic a n t th an  ad -h o c  " lab e lin g "  of m eaning.

2 . to  p lace  th e  s lo t ,  or functional a sp e c t of th e  tagm em e in th e  

p a tte rn  shedding lig h t on the  ob liga to ry  and op tiona l c a te g o rie s  u til iz e d  

in th e  lan g u ag e .

3 . to  e s ta b lis h  a  sep ara tio n  of function  and m an ifes ta tio n  of function , 

not only  avoiding lin g u o -c en tric  e rro rs , bu t a lso  enforcing th e  e s s e n t ia l  

d is tin c tio n  betw een  "Language" and " s p e e c h ."  W hile  s lo t o r function 

b rings to  focus th e  sk e le ta l  a sp e c t of language struc tu re  ("com petence" , 

L anguage"), m an ifesting  c la s s  or f i lle r  focus upon a c tu a l forms (" sp e e c h " , 

"perform ance", e t c . ) .  Incorporating  s lo t o r function  in  i ts  c en tra l co n ce p t, 

tagm em ic a n a ly se s  are  g en era tiv e  to  th e  ex ten t th a t th ey  have d isco v ered  

the  "sk e le to n "  (slot) on w hich  th e  "m eat" (filler) may r e s t .  As an e s s e n ­

t ia l ly  "em ic" c o n cep t, th e  tagm em e "should  therefo re  commend i ts e l f  a s  

both taxonom ic and g e n e ra tiv e . " (Longacre, 1964, page 32).

The tagm em ic s ta n c e  adopted  in th is  study im p lies a  n e c e ssa ry  link  

betw een  function  and form , s lo t  and f i l le r ,  "sk e le to n "  and "m e a t."  In 

th is  s e n s e , tagm em es are  v iew ed  a s  em ic , and ,  th e re fo re , a  re flec tio n  

of th e  g en era tiv e  ap p ara tu s  of th e  sp e ak e r. It i s ,  n o n e th e le s s , en tire ly  

open to  fu rther s tudy  w hether d eep e r s tru c tu re s  underly  the  tagm em ic 

com posite  i t s e l f .  Once th e  taxonom ic work of tagm em ic d isco v ery  h as 

been  a ch iev e d , th e  a n a ly s t c an  sw itch  m ethodolog ical g e a rs  in p u rsu it of 

a  d eep er understand ing  of th e  lan g u ag e .

W hile th e  " lev e l"  and "s trin g  c o n s titu e n t"  co n cep ts  (Longacre, 1960
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and 1968) are  in trin s ic  to  th is  p re se n ta tio n , m atrix  theory  i s  not em ploy­

e d . In th is  w ork, m an ifes ta tio n s of form ulae are p resen ted  in re a d in g s . 

a  concep t a lso  su g g ested  by L ongacre. A nalysis of th e  h ie ra rch ia l s tru c ­

turing  in language re s u lts  in emic le v e ls  w ith c o n s titu en t tagm em es p a rti­

cu la r to  th a t le v e l. In G uajiro , th e  c la u s e  le v e l i s  th e  m ost com plex and 

is  th e  m ost s ig n ifican t p a rt o f th e  h ierarchy  fo r the  understand ing  of u tte r ­

a n c e s . The verb word i s  d is c u s se d  a t  len g th  (ch. th ree  and four) in  v iew  

of i t s  inner com plex ity . The m ost rigorous ap p lica tio n  of tagm em ic for­

m ulation is  found on th e  c la u se  le v e l (ch. seven) and in th e  noun ph rase  

(ch . tw o). Tagmemic form ulae w ere no t found to  be  e s s e n t ia l ,  how ever, 

for d e sc rip tio n  on the  word le v e l (ch. o n e , th re e , four, five  and six) and 

are therefo re  not s tr ic tly  a p p lied .
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—A cknow ledgem ents—

I w ish , f i r s t  of a l l ,  to  acknow ledge in d e b te d n e ss  to  P ro fesso r 

H elm uth F u c h s , o f th e  Royal O ntario  M useum , a  lo n g -s ta n d in g  friend  

and s tu d en t o f th e  G uajiro  In d ia n s , who f ir s t  in troduced  me to  th e  peop le  

in  M ay of 1968. W ith th e  help  of D r. Fuchs I no t only  w as p rovided  w ith  

a  sm ooth and warm recep tio n  in  La G u a jira , bu t a ls o ,  during  th e  w eek s of 

our exped ition  to  Alta G u a jira , g a in ed  much in s ig h t in to  th e  e thnography  

o f th e  a r e a .

The ea rly  s ta g e s  of th e  p re s e n t a n a ly s is  w as g re a tly  b en efited  by 

th e  e x c e lle n t D icc io n ario  G u a jiro -E sp an o l by  M artha H ildeb rand t (1963). 

The d ic tionary  h a s  som e 7 ,800  e n tr ie s  and i s  p refaced  by  a te n  page  

thum bnail sk e tc h  of G uajiro  phonology and m orphology. V erbs, w hich 

w ere c e n tra l to  my e a r lie r  s tu d ie s  of G ua jiro , a re  e n te red  in  th e  d ic tio n ­

ary  in  in fin itiv e  form a s  w ell a s  in  - s i . . .  (cf:330) and in  - in  (cf:340). 

Some v e rb s  a re  a ls o  en te red  in the  P a ss iv e  and C a u s a tiv e . Though few er 

th a n  th e  v e rb s , a  c o n s id e ra b le  num ber of nom inals a re  e n te re d . D ia le c t 

v a r ia n ts  a re  a ls o  som etim es in d ic a te d . The d ic tio n a ry , a s  a  w h o le , i s  a 

re lia b le  le x ic a l  sou rce  for g ram m atica l s tu d y .

I m ight a ls o  m ention th a t  H ild eb ra n d t's  fo llow -up  a r t ic le  on verb  

su ff ix e s  and a u x il ia r ie s  (1966) a id ed  by in it ia l  m orphological s tu d ie s ,  a t  

a  tim e w hen ev en  b rie f  m odem  d e sc r ip tio n s  w ere ex ceed in g ly  w elcom e. 

F in a lly , H ild eb ra n d t's  p re -d ic tio n a ry  study  (1961) of w hat I have term ed 

" re la to r"  w ords w as of p a rtic u la r  v a lu e  to  m e, e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  regard  to  

th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  of com pounding in  th is  word c la s s .
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